
62 © VK Global Publications Pvt. Ltd.

Put a tick mark () for the correct statement
			   Yes	 No
	 1.	 Democratic government allows for correcting its own mistakes.
	 2.	 China has restricted Press.
	 3.	 If two different countries have different policies of government, 

then they will react differently for any same happening.
	 4.	 The democratic government does whatever it wants.
	 5.	 A democratic government rules with limitless powers.
	 6.	 In Saudi Arabia, women do not having voting rights.
	 7.	 A democracy is about having a fair chance of losing too.
	 8.	 Pakistan has a communist government.
	 9.	 Estonia’s government gives rights to each of its adult in the country.
	10.	 A democratic government is a better government because it is a more 

accountable form of government.

Identify the pictures below
Clue:

They belong to the following countries – Myanmar, UN, Iraq, Iran
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Constitutional 
Design

Chapter: Three

Introduction
QQ Nelson Mandela of South Africa had dared to challenge the white minority government. For 

this daring act, he along with seven other accomplices was sentenced to life imprisonment in 
1964. His only fault was that he had protested against apartheid. He lived in imprisonment for 
the next 28 years.

QQ The opposition did not go without protest. In 1980’s, the blacks and the inferior races launched 
a protest movement under the umbrella of African National Congress (ANC). Apartheid was 
denounced even at the international level. But the racist white regime of South Africa continued 
to torture and kill thousands of blacks and inferior people.

QQ Nelson Mandela was freed after 28 years. And on the midnight of 26 April 1994, the new national 
flag of South Africa was unfurled. The racist government made way for a multi-social government 
bringing an end to apartheid. The first President of South Africa was Nelson Mandela.

QQ The South Africa example clearly demonstrates that we need a constitution. It helps both the 
oppressor and oppressed to live in a new climate based on equality and justice.

QQ Constitution is a set of written rules that are accepted by all the people living in a state. According 
to Gilchrist, “The Constitution of State is that body of rules or laws, written or unwritten, which 
determines the organisation of government, the distribution of powers to the various organs of 
the government, and the general principles on which these powers are to be exercised.” 

QQ Three Schools in the Constituent Assembly:

		  (a) Gandhian: This school criticised large-scale mechanisation and suggested a revival of small-
scale cottage industry. 

		  (b) Socialist: This group did not have much influence except the background of Congress 
socialist party and the influence of Nehru himself.

		  (c) Rightist: The group represented the landed aristocracy and bourgeoise, which aimed for 
development of private property and supported guidance from western countries, to solve the 
country’s problems.

QQ The Indian Constitution was enacted on 26 January, 1950 with Dr. Rajendra Prasad as the first 
President. This day is celebrated as the Republic Day. The parliamentary model of democracy 
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State whether the following statements are True or False
	 1.	 Blacks in South Africa could not form associations. 		  ________
	 2.	 After gaining freedom, the South African blacks formed a constitution for their black race.
					     ________
	 3.	 South Africans call themselves a rainbow nation. 		  ________
	 4.	 According to the new South African Constitution the whites had to give away the property to 

the blacks. 			   ________
	 5.	 Jawaharlal Nehru was one of the leaders of the Constituent Assembly of India. 	 ________
	 6.	 The Constitution of India was influenced by the French, American, as well as the Russian 

Revolution. 			   ________
	 7.	 Our constituent assembly consisted of only one major social group. 	 ________

Project: Constitutional Amendments 
QQ Find out any five laws of the constitution that are formed new or modified in India in the past 5 years.
QQ Make a file project on it.

New Terms
QQ Apartheid: The official policy of racial separation and ill treatment of blacks by the government 

of South Africa between 1948 to 1989.
QQ Clause: A distinct section of a document.
QQ Constituent Assembly: An assembly of people’s representatives that writes a constitution for a 

country.
QQ Constitution: Supreme law of a country containing fundamental rules governing the politics 

and society in a country.
QQ Constitutional Amendment: A change in the constitution made by the supreme legislative body 

in a country.
QQ Draft: A preliminary version of a legal document.
QQ Philosophy: The most fundamental principles underlying one’s thoughts and actions.
QQ Preamble: An introductory statement in a constitution which states the reason and guiding 

values of the constitution.
QQ Treason: The offence of attempting to overthrow the government of the state which the 

offender owes allegiance to.
QQ Tryst: A meeting or a meeting place that has been agreed upon.



Understanding Economic 
Development – I

1. The Story of the Village of Palampur
2. People as a Resource

 Unit – IV: EconomicsTerm – 1
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The Story of 
the Village of 
Palampur

Chapter: One

Introduction
QQ In Palampur (imaginary village), production of wheat and rice (in particular) exceeds its 

domestic consumption. The surplus is exported to the neighbouring towns.
QQ Production may be defined as the process of converting inputs (or say raw material) into 

output. Production must be an activity that generates income.
QQ The three important factors of production which any producer requires are land, labour and 

capital.
QQ Characteristics of Land: Free gift of nature, limited in supply, indestructible, differs in variety, 

immobile, passive factor of production, alternative uses
QQ Labour is the human factor of production and includes all the mental and physical activities 

which are required in the process of production.
QQ Capital is the stock of produced means of production. It has two important components: 

Fixed capital, Working capital.
QQ Human capital refers to knowledge and entrepreneurial skills used in the process of 

production. It is human capital in the form of orgnisational skills that organises other factors 
of production, viz., land, labour and physical capital. Again, it is human capital in the form of 
entrepreneurial skills which undertakes risks of business.

QQ Fixity of land is a big constraint in raising farm output, and hence in raising income from 
farming.

QQ The major cropping seasons in our nation are kharif, rabi and zaid.
QQ Major land reforms introduced in India include the abolition of zamindari system, and ceiling 

on land holdings.
QQ Modern technology in farming has led to degradation of land, besides its positive impact.
QQ Pesticides and fertilizers have a big hand in polluting food supplies and are responsible to a 

significant extent in causing deadly diseases like cancer.
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People as a 
Resource

Chapter: Two

Introduction
QQ Natural resources are naturally occurring substances that are used in the process of production. 

These resources include various kinds of metals, minerals, wood, crude oil, etc. Natural 
resources are often classified into renewable and non-renewable resources.

QQ Human resources or human capital refers to the stock of productive skill and productive 
abilities embodied in working population of the country.

QQ Human capital refers to the stock of abilities, knowledge and skills as acquired by the people 
of a country which can be used as a resource in the process of production.

QQ Increasing population is a blessing and a resource only if it is educated and healthy. Only such 
a population becomes an asset to a nation by producing more, earning more and leading to 
higher growth rates of the economy.

QQ Economic activities are those activities which are directed towards earning an income like 
someone working as an engineer in a factory and another working as a labourer with a 
construction company.

QQ Non-economic activities are those activities which are not directed towards earning an income. 
These are like cooking food by a housewife or mother helping her child in his/her homework.

QQ Production sector of an economy: primary sector includes primarily agriculture and its allied 
activities, secondary sector includes all types of manufacturing activities; construction activities; 
quarrying activities; electricity, gas and water supply, tertiary sector produces useful services 
for the primary and secondary sectors.

QQ All developed economies of the world are focusing more on human capital than the other 
inputs of production. Because, better growth of human capital always implies better utilisation 
of other inputs of production, while the reverse is not necessarily true.

QQ Education, health and environment are the important quality determinants of human resource  
of a country. Education directly contributes to the process of growth and development.

QQ However, after Independence, the Government launched five year plans. Health services 
have been given a significant priority in the plans. Accordingly, over time, health services have 
expanded, though overall situation still continues to be far from satisfactory. Health contributes 
to development through: high efficiency, and  high degree of voluntary employment.



Disaster Management
1. Introduction to Disaster Management
2. Common Hazards

 Unit – V: Disaster ManagementTerm – 1
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Introduction 
to Disaster 
Management

Chapter: One

Introduction
QQ Natural calamities that can have catastrophic effects are: earthquakes and tsunami, volcanoes, 

landslides, floods, drought, cyclones.
QQ The natural calamities represent the energy of the Earth, whether on its surface or in its 

interior. They pose a threat or danger to human life and property. This danger is termed as 
hazard.

QQ Most common hazards are classified as: Slow onset hazards, Sudden onset hazards, Epidemics, 
Industrial/Technological accidents.

QQ Natural hazards are mostly classified as: Geological hazards, Weather associated hazards
QQ A disaster is a natural or a man-made event that actually takes place and causes widespread 

destruction.
QQ Vulnerability can be defined as the extent to which a community is exposed to negative 

outcome/s as a result of dangers posed by external events; natural or man-made.
QQ The vulnerability of some sections or groups of society may be more than the others. For 

example, women, handicapped people, children, sick and aged are more vulnerable groups 
than others. On the other hand, people living in prime hazard zones or in unsafe dwellings 
may be more at risk than those living in relatively safer areas or in well-constructed dwellings.

QQ Risk is a measure of expected danger or impact of a disaster resulting in various kinds of 
destruction.

QQ Disaster management involves four components — preparedness, response, recovery, and 
prevention.

QQ Preparedness involves steps that must be taken to ensure that vulnerable communities are 
able to deal with consequences of disasters.

QQ Response involves all the actions taken in expectation of, during the occurrence and right 
after a disaster has taken place.
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Common 
Hazards

Chapter: Two

Introduction
QQ The increasing population has led to settlements in vulnerable areas such as those in seismic 

zones, close to river bed areas, etc. People are more likely to be injured or even die where 
large numbers live together and where buildings are not designed to resist earthquakes.

QQ According to a recent estimate, about 95 per cent of people killed in earthquakes are killed 
by falling buildings. An earthquake can unleash much damage in the form of landslides, fires 
and tsunamis too.

QQ Landslide is a rapid movement of rock, soil and vegetation down the slope under the influence 
of gravity. It is generally sudden and sporadic. Major cause of landslides are earthquakes 
in mountainous regions. In India, Himalayas and Western Ghats are most vulnerable to 
landslides.

QQ Floods occur when peak discharge exceeds channel capacity and this may be brought about by 
heavy precipitation, snow and ice melt, storm surges in coastal regions, failure of man-made 
structures, deforestation, urbanization, etc. The major flood prone areas in India are Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar, Assam, West Bengal and Orissa.

QQ A cyclone is an area of low atmospheric pressure with winds spiraling about a centre. Cyclones 
are a recurring feature in India, on both eastern and western coasts. They are usually of  
80 – 400 kms in width, occurring in the Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea between about 6° 
north and 20° north.

QQ Drought is a condition of abnormally dry weather within a geographic region where some 
rain might usually be expected. The term ‘drought’ is applied to a period in which an unusual 
scarcity of rain causes a serious hydrological imbalance: water supply reservoirs get empty, 
wells dry up and crops get damaged. If the drought is brief it could be considered as a dry spell 
or partial drought. A dry spell is usually defined as more than fourteen days without adequate 
precipitation, whereas a drought may last for years. Droughts tend to be more severe in some 
areas than others. Catastrophic droughts generally occur in areas bordering the permanent 
desert regions of the world.
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Multiple Choice Questions 

	 1.	 The habitats are increased near the disaster vulnerable area due to the: 

		  (a) Increase in population	 (b) Lack of awareness	 (c) Poverty

	 2.	 Which of the following is not a measure to be taken during an earthquake?

		  (a) People should move to an open area

		  (b) Seek shelter under a large table, if indoors

		  (c) Quickly switch off all the electric items

	 3.	 A rapid movement of rock, soil and vegetation down the slope.

		  (a) Landslide	 (b) Earthquake	 (c) Cyclone

	 4.	 Which of the following is not a reason for landslides?

		  (a) Earthquake 	 (b) Cyclone 	 (c) Rain

	 5.	 Which of the following is not a cause for floods?

		  (a) Heavy precipation	 (b) Movement of the Earth	 (c) Snow and ice melt

	 6.	 Which of the following is not a part of flood diversion?

		  (a) Buildings	 (b) Embankments	 (c) Dams 
	 7.	 The type of houses built in flood prone areas.

		  (a) House on a raised platform	 (b) Lowland houses	 (c) Wooden house 
	 8.	 Which of the following areas are not affected by cyclones in India?

		  (a) Eastern ghats 	 (b) Western ghats 	 (c) Himalayan region
	 9.	 Which of the following is not a drought prone area?

		  (a) Rajasthan	 (b) Gujarat	 (c) Madhya Pradesh
	10.	 Water harvesting is a useful method for the condition of:

		  (a) Droughts	 (b) Floods 	 (c) Landslides

Answer the following in one sentence or phrase

	 1.	 Why should people not run out of their houses in a haphazard manner during an earthquake?

	 2.	 What are the instructions for the buildings to be constructed in earthquake prone areas?

	 3.	 Mention the areas which are more vulnerable to landslides.




